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      when . . .
Remember when you were young and, in the summer, the sun 
always shone?
Apart from two very short thunder storms it has been rather like 
that in ómy neck of the woodsô lately. Band of Hope in those 
sunny days meant an excursion to the sea-side, involving up to 
eight coaches in convoy. (They werenôt so big then.)
How exciting was that?
The other big thing was the Band of Hope demonstration and 
crowning of the queen in the lovely, local park. The local Council 
had always just re-tarmacked the ground round the bandstand 
and, in the heat, little bubbles of tar appeared which stuck to our 
shoes!
There were at least three processions, bands and displays. In 1939 
there were 4 processions, 6 bands, 16 Bands of Hope, 6 Brigade 
Companies, 1 Scout and 1 Guide Company.
Some children enjoyed sports days and in London, one group 
visited the Regents Park Zoo each year, courtesy of a member of 
the Royal Zoological Society.
All this made me think of the amount of effort and time involved 
in organising these things as well as the weekly meetings. 
Words that come to mind are CARING, FAITHFULNESS, and 
COMMITMENT.
Let us all thank God for those men and women who, by their 
lives taught US about caring, faithfulness and commitment. They 
also showed us how to learn and have fun at the same time as 
living, by Godôs help, a more meaningful and healthy way of life.
God bless you.

        Ruth Mills
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